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NTEQ LESSON PLAN
Lesson Title:  Joseph mccarthy and the red scare
Subject Area(s): American history       Grade Level: 11-12
Lesson Summary
Joseph McCarthy, the unassuming Senator from Wisconsin, would thrust the nation into a state of panic during his crusade to rid the country of suspected communists.  He would make many enemies in the process, and would later be censored by the Senate for conduct unbefitting that of a Senator.
Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, the students will:

-recall and trace Joseph McCarthy’s history as a politician.

-summarize the actions McCarthy took in searching for suspected communists.

-describe the effects that McCarthy’s actions had on his career as a politician.
-demonstrate, through design, an understanding of 1950’s-era communist trials through a classroom mock-trial. 
Standards Addressed 
-8.1.12 C: Evaluate historical interpretations of events.

-8.3.12 A: Evaluate the political and cultural contributions of individuals and groups to United States history from 1890-present.  
-8.3.12 D: Identify and evaluate conflict and cooperation among social groups and organizations in United States history from 1890-present.
Materials

-Textbook
-Pens, pencils, notebook

-Communist hearing transcripts, etc.

-Research gathered from computers

-Computer (Power Point)

Specify Problem
Joseph McCarthy was an unassuming Senator from Wisconsin who would eventually become the Chairman of the Committee of Government.  He used this position to conduct a nation-wide “witch hunt” for communists.  He would investigate every avenue of American life, and would instill much fear into the hearts of Americans.  In class, we will discuss why Senator McCarthy felt the need to pursue what would become known as the “Red Scare” and the effect that this had on the American government, American lives, and American social arena.
Computer Functions/Data Manipulation
	Computer Function

	Computer Application
	Data Manipulation



	Design computer- based presentation.
	Microsoft Power Point 
	Multiple slides will be constructed using information gathered from research.

	Online data research.
	Online library catalog and search engines.
	Prepare information for Power Point.

	
	
	


Results Presentation
After conducting research on the computer, students will work in groups to design an intellectual Power Point that will demonstrate their knowledge of their assigned topic.
Multidimensional Activities
Lesson Introduction –I will begin the lesson by “randomly”** selecting ten or twelve students and have them silently stand in one corner of the classroom.  Next, I will inform them that they are suspected communists and are being brought in for questioning; lest they be a threat to the public good.  They will voice their opposition to the fact that there is no evidence against them.**  I will have them take their seats and explain to them that this is how life was in the 1950’s.  The “Red Scare” did not care whether you were rich or poor, commoner or politician, actor or actress.  I will inform them of the lesson objectives, and the activities that we will be completing over the course of this lesson.
**The class prior to this, I will choose the students and explain to them what they will be doing tomorrow.  I will instruct them to voice their opposition to the lack of evidence.  In doing this, things should run more smoothly.
Computer Activities
Activity 1

Activities to be completed:

Prior to going to computer

1.  Examine the textbook for information regarding Joseph McCarthy and the “Red Scare”
2. Students will view a short clip from the movie Good Night and Good Luck, which depicts the McCarthy era.
3. Analyze a transcript or other document from a McCarthy communist hearing.
4. Students will be assigned groups for their Power Points.
At the computer
1. Search the online library catalog for primary documents.
2. Use search engines, such as Google and Net trekker, to search for relevant information 
3. Begin work on Power Point.
4. Each student in each group will take on a responsibility for completing the Power Point.
After going to computer

1. Students will assemble into their assigned groups and discuss their topic.
2. They will compile their information and sort it according to relevance.
3. Finish work on Power Point and prepare for presentation.
Supporting Activities
Activity 1

Activities to be completed:

1. Students will present their Power Points to the class.
2. All group members must contribute the presentation.
Culminating Activity
The final phase of this lesson will involve a mock trial.  Students will each be assigned a part from the following list: suspected communist (1), prosecutor (1), defense attorney (1), judge (1), bailiff (1), jury (12), witnesses for the prosecution ( ½ of remainder), witnesses for the defense ( ½ of remainder).  ***Witnesses not being questioned will sit in the audience section of the courtroom until they are called to testify. 
Assessment 
The below rubric (see next page) will used to compute the final grade.  ***Students should pay special attention to each column to make sure all requirements are met.
	Objective or Performance
	Beginning

1
	Developing

2
	Accomplished

3
	Exemplary

4
	Score 

	Research /
Internet 
Investigation

	Student uses only one source.  Validity questioned.  Improper / lack of citations used.
	Student relies on only one or two sources.  Validity questioned; lack of understanding of citations evident.
	Student uses a variety of sources.  Most are valid.  Citations show a few errors.
	Student uses a variety of sources.  All are valid.  Correct citations are used.
	______/4

	Group work 

	0-49% participation evident.  No desire to cooperate with other members.
	50-79% participation evident.  Some unwillingness to work with other members.
	80-99% participation evident.  Works well with other group members.
	100% participation evident.  Positive attitude toward other groups members.
	______/4

	Power Point
Presentation

	No knowledge of topic.  Poor grammar & posture.  Little or no participation in presentation.
	Some hesitancy as to knowledge of topic. Voice not clear.  Grammar mistakes; poor posture.
	Knowledge of topic shown.  Some grammar mistakes in speaking.  Voice is clear.
	Clear voice.  Knowledge of topic shown.  Correct grammar used.  Good posture shown.
	______/4


	1. Mock Trial
Commonwealth of PA vs. student #1

Case # 724-RS8

	Complete refusal to participate in trial.
	Hesitant to participate in trial.  Role is taken seriously.  Lack of knowledge learned in lesson shown during court case.
	Desire to participate.  Takes role seriously.  Lack of knowledge learned in lesson shown during court case.
	Strong desire to participate.  Takes role seriously.  Uses knowledge learned in lesson and transfers to court case.
	______/4








Final Grade: ______/16








    ______ %
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