Life in the United States after World War II
By Mr. Timothy R. Miller
tmiller@holyfamily.edu 

Teacher Overview

· This lesson is designed to assist students in gaining an appreciation for life in the United States after World War II.

· 12th Grade American History

· Pennsylvania Academic Standards for History:

· 8.3.12 D

· In order to complete this project, students will use school computers during class time to conduct their research, and create presentations, which will include PowerPoint, etc.  Students will also have access to the library so they become well-versed on the topic.

Introduction


During class, we have been discussing the importance of World War II, and the many effects of it.  However, the War changed the lives of many Americans.  For years, Americans had to deal with ration coupons for everyday purchases, War Bonds, and Victory Gardens.  What would life be like now that there was no longer a limited supply of goods?  What would Americans do with their money now that they were no longer War Bonds to purchase?  What would they grow in their gardens?

Americans adjusted their lives to accommodate the War.  They now needed to adjust them once more.  How would they accomplish this?  How did the population fluctuate, if at all?  These are a few of the many areas you will be investigating during your Cyber Inquiry.


In teams of four, two members will be responsible for researching the economic changes of life after World War II and two members will research the social and cultural changes after World War II.  At the conclusion of this project, teams will submit one binder that includes the information gathered on these two aspects.  Neatness and organization is expected from each team!  
Investigation


The websites below are valuable resources for gathering your information.  These are starters; you may find more!  Each team must use at least 4 credible websites, such as those listed below, and at least 4 print sources.  These sources should be divided equally among the economic research and the social research.
· http://scriptorium.lib.duke.edu/adaccess/warbonds.html  

· This website includes a brief history of war bonds and war loans.
· http://www.bbhq.com/bomrstat.htm 
· This excellent website includes statistics from the U.S. Census, the Department of Commerce, and interesting explanations go along with the numbers.
· http://www.myvesta.org/history/history_index.htm 

· This website has some interesting information on the history of credit cards and consumer spending following the World War II era.

· http://www.immigration-usa.com/ina_96.html
· This website offers information on immigration policies of the post World War II era.

· http://www.rooknet.com/beatpage/writers/kerouac.html
· This page gives insight to what became known as the “beat generation.”

· http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=true&doc=84
· This website deals with the desegregation of the United States Armed Forces in 1948.

Gathering & Sorting


In doing their research, students should utilize the sources listed above.  However, students are encouraged to also do additional research on the internet and in the library.  It is imperative that all sources be documented.  Listed below are the items/information students must gather:
· Photos of American political figures of the era

· Pictures of War Bond posters

· Pictures of United States ration coupons

· Photo of an American suburb (e.g. Levittown)
· Chart or graph of 1940 U.S. Census

· Chart or graph of 1950 U.S. Census
· Speeches dealing with the Cold War

· Information on Technological developments (e.g. TV)

· Information on any military conflicts of this time

The Portfolio


Here you will find books and magazine articles that will help you in your CyberInquiry.


Listed below are some books and articles that might be useful in your CyberInquiry.

Gutfreund, Owen D. (2005). Twentieth-century sprawl: highways and the reshaping of the American Landscape. New York: Oxford University Press.

Kunz, Diane B. (1997). BUTTER AND GUNS: America’s Cold War Economic Diplomacy. Darby, PA: Diane Publishing Company.

Pisani, Donald J. (2003). Federal Reclamation and the American West in the twentieth century. Agricultural History, 77 (3), 391-420.

Schaich, Warren. (1975). A Relationship Between Collective Racial Violence and War. Journal of Black Studies, 5 (4), 374-394.
Streib, Gordon F. (1948). Idealism and War Bonds: Comparative Study of the Two World Wars. The Public Opinion Quarterly, 12 (2), 272-279.
Whitfield, Stephen J. (1996). The Culture of the Cold War. Baltimore: John Hopkins University Press.


Students are encouraged to search for and use additional resources.  If so, they can be added to the classroom portfolio.  When adding it, students are to use 3x5 index cards with the necessary information in APA format.  On the back side, students are to write a paragraph summarizing the source.  This will allow other students to determine if they could use the source also.
Sharing


Students are to meet in their groups and discuss what information will be included in the final project and Power Point presentation.  The presentation should be in-depth, but concise.  Important facts and figures should be included also.


At the end of your presentation, students should have a better understanding of your topic. 
Evaluation


Students will be graded using the below rubric.  Reference it during your group meetings to make sure your group remains on task!
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Introduction/Question
Students did not answer question.
Question not answered fully.
Question partially answered with supporting evidence.
Question answered well with supporting evidence.
____
Group Work
No evidence of group work noted. Poor planning noted.
Group met occasionally. Work load not evenly distributed.
Group met often and worked well together. Some evidence of workload imbalance.
All students contributed evenly and the group met daily. Always on task.
____
Information Gathering
Lack of sources noted. Many sources not reliable.
Some array of sources. Few are not credible.
Noticeable array of sources that can be deemed credible.
A wide array of sources and all can be deemed credible.
____
Presentation
Students do not speak clearly. Poor planning of delivery noted.
All students in group present, but not equally. Trouble hearing some.
All students speak clearly and often.
Students speak clearly, often, and confidently. Know content well.
____
Grammar
An array of grammar errors. Basic English disregarded.
Some grammar and spelling errors.
Very few grammar errors noted.
Free of grammar and spelling errors.
____
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____
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